SOME HANDICAPS  OF THE CHURCH
avert it. This may be true without being the
whole truth. The Church, going forward with
her teaching, will always encounter and make
enemies, but such enemies may be increased by
accidental causes, wholly separable from the
Church's mission. There are doubtless always
malignant fanatics who hate religion for its
own sake ; but these may find allies of many
other descriptions who need never have been
drawn into their orbit. When trouble or
failure comes, it is not always the enemy's
fault.
Take the effects of Nationalism, for example.
It may easily happen that in some country the
Church and her representatives become identified
with an anti-national interest. This was the
case in Bohemia for some three hundred years.
In 1620 Bohemian independence was crushed
by the Emperor after the battle of the White
Mountain, and the country remained subject to
Vienna until the end of the late war. Now
Bohemia is mainly Slav, and had been Prot-
estant, while the Emperors were German and
Catholic, and therefore to ardent Bohemian
patriots Catholicism appeared clothed in the
garb of Teutonic tyranny. Exactly the con-
trary has been the case of Poland, where the
Catholic and the national traditions have been
mutually stimulated by opposition to Prussian